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If you consider content in White Rose Research Online to be in breach of UK law, please notify us by emailing eprints@whiterose.ac.uk including the URL of the record and the reason for the withdrawal request. We write in response to an article regarding the antibiotic batumin by Klochko et al. 28 that appeared earlier this year in the journal [1] . The stated aim of this study was "to 29 identify possible molecular targets for batumin as well as mechanisms of its 30 antistaphylococcal activity". Apparently on the basis that batumin and the clinically 31 deployed antibacterial drug mupirocin share a 9-hydroxynonanoic acid moiety, and 32 that the biosynthesis of both antibiotics is directed by operons that exhibit some 33 degree of sequence similarity, the authors formulated the hypothesis that batumin 34 shares the same molecular target as mupirocin: the isoleucyl-tRNA synthetase ( 
